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Note to the Reader




Thaunh population education is nol on the sl of
major curriculum Irends today, i@ should be, The
Carcling Population Center prompled our curiogity
abaut this area when Dr. Moye Freymann, the director,
began & diologue betwoen the Canter and laculty of
the Sehool of Education of The University of North
Carcling, This group spent owver a year roviewing the
literature and thrashing out some idess about thal b
amorphoug lerm — population education. The School
of Education esablished a Cenler for Population and
Erviranmaental Education and the search continued —
moatly along individual lines of Interagt — lar more
knowladge and skill In an area thal romained loosely
defined,

Chur parileular search lad us 1o belleve ihal the pepu-
lation phemomanon waa significant and that population
educallon was worlh invesiigating. We asked graduate
sludenta from 1he United States, Egypt, and lran 1o join
us In a search for the subsiance of populalion educa-
flon, They were sludents who wera locusing an pepula-
tien related sludies in education and In publie haalih,
During waekly lunchacn mestings we pul together soma
of the findings, conviclions, and ldeas which i o
inle this boak, We réeachad two major condlusions

1. The literature in population education provided more
infarmation on how 1o teach than on whal 1o leach

2, Educators need the specifics of what population ed-
ucation is or could be balore they can lsach it el-
fectivaly.

Il was 10 this neesd — the whar of population education

— that we directed our aftention and thal we report on
in this book, We make a distinclion between population
information and population education, Information aboul
population 18 necassary 10 understand the dynamics of
population, but population information is not synony-
mous with population education.

From our search, we concluded thal populaflon edu-
calion i3 not just sex education. not just demography
of populalion statistics, not just family life education.
Population education incorporates ideas from all of
these areas but in & broader, more dynamic struciure,
Population education focuses on undersfanding the
population phenomenon 83 we axperence i today as
woll as undarstanding the dynamics of population of
thié past and fulure. | cur view as educators, we ses
the nead 10 bring the population phanomenon info the
mainstream of sducation for axaminalion and wnder-
standing. As & resull of our sludy, we have defined
population sducation as the study of human population
and how Il alects and s alected by several aspecta
of lile: physical, sccial, cultural, polifical, economic, and
ecological, Our structure is developed on that wunder-
standing of population aducation.

As we developed our ideas aboul population educa-
fion, we frisd fo deal with the reality facing teachers
wha want 1o consider and examine populaticn. We have
fried to use language — particularly in our definitions
— thai Is clear and specific, nol jargon or verbalism.
In contemporary society, some lerms ane very difficult
o deling; lor axample, the lerm lamily has elicited aboul
theaa definitions over a relatively shor pariod of time —
fram axtended 1o nuclear to communal. Wa have also








