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    2009-2011 Interdisciplinary
    Obesity Training (IDOT) 
    Postdoctoral Fellowship 

     Program  
                     Application Instructions
______________________________________

Applications for IDOT postdoctoral fellowships must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., February 2, 2009     
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's Interdisciplinary Obesity Center (IDOC) is now soliciting applications for postdoctoral fellowships through its Interdisciplinary Obesity Training (IDOT) Program.  This program is made possible through a generous grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  
The primary aim of the IDOT Postdoctoral Fellowship Program is to train scientists and scholars in an interdisciplinary research environment in obesity. 
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The IDOT will draw on a highly collaborative faculty at UNC in departments that span the Schools of Public Health and Medicine (SPH and SOM), Allied Health Sciences, and the College of Arts and Sciences as well as NIH-funded Centers that address the obesity epidemic -- Clinical Nutrition Research Center (CNRC), Carolina Population Center (CPC), Center for Gastrointestinal Biology and Disease (CGIBD), Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility (CEHS), Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center (LCCC), and the Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Center (HPDPC) funded by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 

The 75 faculty members affiliated with the IDOC have an impressive research portfolio in a range of obesity-related areas.  Researchers from nutrition, epidemiology, health behavior, psychology, urban planning, mass communications, marketing, health economics, physiology, genetics, and clinical medicine lead this integrated training effort.  Postdoctoral scholars will be selected from a range of disciplines and departments, and through integrated core training combined with interdisciplinary seminars and interdisciplinary research, will gain the skills and focus to become the next generation of outstanding interdisciplinary obesity scholars.

For the Interdisciplinary Obesity Training Program (IDOT) we welcome postdoctoral fellows interested in areas of obesity research that span interdisciplinary boundaries.  A key consideration in the selection of postdoctoral fellows is the congruence of research interests between the applicant and his/her faculty preceptors. Applicants are urged to contact potential IDOC faculty preceptors as soon as possible to discuss common areas of research.  To do this, applicants may visit the IDOC website at http://www.cpc.unc.edu/idoc/model to view the various IDOC program areas and the IDOC faculty involved in each area.  Applicants should then contact potential preceptors directly (see http://www.cpc.unc.edu/idoc/faculty_fellows.html for contact information) to determine their availability and interest.  Only then will the applicant be considered for the IDOT postdoctoral fellowship.  
The term of appointment for IDOT fellows is for two years.  Applications will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 2, 2009.    

Eligibility:

The IDOT offers training to a range of postdoctoral scholars, including:

· Recent doctorates (PhD, DrPH, MD or their equivalents) whose first postdoctoral fellowship will be in the IDOT;

· More senior researchers holding doctoral degrees who wish to change the focus of their research to obesity;

· Physicians or other clinicians who have recently completed clinical training and who now wish to specialize in obesity research; and

· More senior physicians and clinicians who now wish to focus on obesity research.  

How to Apply:
The IDOT application is a two-stage process.  

Stage 1 is the matching of an applicant with a sponsoring preceptor and secondary preceptor.  Applicants are encouraged to directly contact preceptors to present their backgrounds and interests.  Please note:  Both preceptors must be IDOC members.  Applicants should then work with the preceptors to develop a joint research area and project in order to complete Stage 2 of the application.  
Alternatively, the applicant can send his/her material to Ms. Debbie Bush and she can help identify appropriate IDOC faculty members whose research interests seem to match the applicant's to see if a possible fit can be developed.   This is not a suggested approach as IDOC faculty generally prefer to be contacted directly by the applicant; however she is available for assistance if the applicant is having difficulty finding appropriate preceptors. The applicant will still need to work with the faculty preceptors to develop a joint proposal.  
Stage 1 application materials (i.e., CV and brief description of background and interests) may be emailed as an attachment to the primary and secondary preceptor or alternatively to the IDOC Deputy Director.  
Stage 2 of the application process requires agreement with a primary and secondary preceptor and collaborative development of a research plan followed by the submission of a formal application.  The final Stage 2 application to the program will include the following materials:

1) A completed application form http://www.cpc.unc.edu/idoc/postdoc with contact information where the applicant can be reached during the spring of 2009. 

2) An abstract (no more than one page) of the applicant's research proposal (item #7).   

3) A recent curriculum vitae including information on citizenship/residency status (to determine eligibility for sources of funding other than NIH).  Please include all refereed journal articles where the applicant is a co-author with all authors listed in the order found in the journal.  This should be a separate component of the CV. 
4) Letters of endorsement of the application and proposed training program by both the primary IDOC faculty preceptor and the secondary preceptor.

5) Three letters of recommendation.  These letters should be sent by the person asked to be a reference for the applicant and should be sent directly to Debbie Bush, IDOT Training Program Coordinator (address listed below).  These letters are in addition to the letters required of the applicant's primary and secondary preceptors.  
6) A description of the applicant's background in obesity and related fields, including courses completed, research training, and experience and a statement about research and career plans following postdoctoral training.

7) Copies of research publications in obesity or related areas (no more than three).
8) A proposal for research to be initiated and/or completed during the postdoctoral training period. This proposal should be developed in close consultation with the faculty preceptors and should clearly demonstrate how the proposed research is interdisciplinary.   Proposals should be sufficiently detailed to allow reasonable evaluation of their appropriateness.  Page limit should not exceed 10 pages.  Please use a font size no smaller than 11 pt.  
9) A statement of educational/training goals that includes courses to be audited during the course of the fellowship and other types of training proposed to develop research skills.  A list of specific courses is not required, but the UNC Graduate School Catalog may be consulted for possibilities.  

Completed applications can be sent electronically to Debbie Bush at dbush@email.unc.edu (preferred) or via U.S. mail to Debbie Bush, Carolina Population Center, University Square, 123 West Franklin St., Chapel Hill, NC 27516-2524  Applications will be accepted through 5:00 p.m. Monday, February 2, 2009.  Applicants awarded the Postdoctoral Fellowship must begin no later than July 15, 2009.    

An IDOT selection committee will select candidates to receive the fellowship on the basis of the caliber of their past academic and research performance, their motivation and potential for interdisciplinary research and the relevance of their proposed project toward advancing obesity research.  Each applicant will receive notice of receipt of his/her application.  Award decisions are expected to be made during spring 2009.    
INTERDISCIPLINARY - Characterized by interactive participation or cooperation of two or more disciplines or fields of study. 
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