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Social, Behavioral, and Biological Linkages Across the Life Course

×Brief introduction: Relationship and fertility 

data in Add Health Waves I to III

×Distinct listing of relationships in Wave IV data

×Nested data structure: from relationship to 

pregnancy, live birth, and child

×Relationship and fertility data across sections

ïContents

ïData flows

ïInter-sectional, hierarchical data relationships

ïUnique ID components

Overview of Presentation
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Overview of Presentation

×Computational and technical tips

ïUnique ID Creation

ïSummary counts

ïDifferent levels and units of analysis

ïHierarchical file merging

×Some general advice

×Questions and answers
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Waves I, II

Demographic

Family, siblings, friends

Education, work

Physical and mental health

Daily activities and sleep

Relationships

Sexual, & fertility histories

Substance use

Delinquency and violence

Attitudes, religion

Economics, expectations

Psychological, personality 

Wave III 

Demographic

Family, siblings, friends

Education, work, military

Physical and mental health

Daily activities and sleep

Relationships

Sexual, & fertility histories

Substance use

Involvmt w/criminal justice 
system

Attitudes, religion

Economics, expectations

Psychological, personality 

Children and parenting

Civic participation

Gambling

mentoring

Wave IV 

Demographic

Family, siblings, friends

Educ, work, military (records)

Physical and mental health

Daily activities and sleep

Relationships

Sexual, & fertility histories

Substance use and abuse

Involvmt w/criminal justice sys

Work attitudes and chars, relig

Economics, expectations

Big 5 Personality, stressors

Children and parenting

Civic participation

Cognitive function

Psychosocial factors
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Wave I  (1994-1995; Grades 7-12; N=20,745) &  

Wave II (1996; Grades 8-12; N=14,738)

Name up to 3 ñromanticò relationships

ÅIf none, then ñLikeò relationships

Name up to 3 ñnon-romanticò relationships

Information about Relationships:

ÅBegin/end dates

ÅSocial context when relationship began

ÅPartner demographics 

Ç gender, age, race/ethnicity

ÅFirst & most recent sexual intercourse

Ç date, contraceptive use

ÅVerbal and physical abuse (W2 only)
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Wave  I  & Wave II

Fertility experiences (female Rs only)

Pregnancies : 

Ç Number of times, dates, outcome

Ç Contraceptive use, want marriage

Ç Child alive? 

Ç Gave up for adoption?
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Wave III (2001-2002; Aged 18-26; N=15,197)

Relationship & Fertility Data across Waves 

ÅCohabitation history 

ÇBegin/end dates

ÇStill living together ï

last date

ÇEver married to 

partner? 

ÇHow ended?

ÅMarriage history 

ÇBegin/end dates

ÇCurrent? 

ÇStill living 

together ïlast 

date

ÇHow ended?
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Wave III

Romantic and pregnancy relationships since 1995

(N = 42,330 relationship records)

Relationships in Detail (N = 38,375)

Å3 sets selected according to different criteria:

ÇSexual relationships, N = 36,128

Ç 2 most important relationships, N= 20,878

ÇCouple (CP) sample for partner 

recruitment, N = 4,236

Relationship & Fertility Data across Waves 
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Wave III  Relationships in Detail (N=38,375)
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Relationship & Fertility Data across Waves 

32

17,3722,011

204

3,907

93

14,756

Couples Sample for 

partner recruitment 

N=4,236

2 Most 

important

N=20,878

Sexual 

Relationships

N=36,128
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Wave III Couples Sample

ÅRelationships are eligible if:

Ç Current

Ç Opposite sex

Ç Partner 18 or older

Ç Relationship duration >= 3 months

ÅAbout 4,000 partners qualified to be enlisted for the couples 

sample recruitment.

ÅThe Couples Sample was a purposive, quota 

sample (N=1,507) designed to collect information on 

1/3 married, 1/3 cohabiting, and 1/3 dating partners.

Relationship & Fertility Data across Waves 
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Wave III  Relationships in Detail

ÅR & partnerôs age:

Ç1st met; have a romantic relationship; sexual relationship

ÅBegin/end dates:

ÇRomantic relationship; sexual relationship; marriage

ÅDuration:

ÇLiving together before marriage; sexual relationship before 

cohabitation; same residence

ÅCohabitation:

ÇTravel distance; other residence; 

who else lived there; no. nights 

together.
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Wave III  Relationships in Detail (Cont.)

ÅVarious types of sexual activities

ÇWhen: first/most recent time ïdates, frequencies

ÅDifferent types of birth control/condom use 

ÇCombined with different types of sexual activities

ÇWhen used: first/most recent time ïdates, frequencies

ÅRelationship qualities

ÇBest describes current relationship

ÇCurrently engaged to marry

ÇAbuses (verbal, physical, forced sex,

resulted injuries)

Ç Satisfaction; love; dominance

ÇJoint account; purchase; chores
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Wave IV (2007-2008; Aged 24-32; N=15,701)

× Relationship data collection structure differs from    

Wave III

ïSpecific romantic/sexual relationships R have had

ïExclusive listings by partner types

Ç Married (óMô)

Ç Cohabitated (óCô)

Ç Pregnancy (óPô)

Ç Currently Dating (óCDô)

Ç Most Recent (óMRô)

× You cannot update Wave III with Wave IV 

relationships -- Itôs not an add-on!
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Social, Behavioral, and Biological Linkages Across the Life Course

ÅNested Data Structure

ïRespondentôs reporting on total number of 

relationships/partners (by types)

ÅSection 16A  [H4TR*]

ÇMarried (óMô)

Ç Cohabitated (óCô)

Ç Pregnancy (óPô)

Ç Currently Dating (óCDô)

ïTime-segments associated with each 

Relationship/partner

ÅSection 16B & C  [H4TR*]

Wave IV Relationships, pregnancies, live births, and children
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ÅNested Data Structure (Cont.)

ïSelected Relationship in Details

ÅSection 17   [H4RD*]

ïAll pregnancies associated w/ the reported 

relationship/partners

ÅSection 18   [H4PG*]

Wave IV  Relationships, pregnancies, live births, and children
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ÅNested Data Structure (Cont.)

ïAll live births resulted from pregnancies

ÅSection 19   [H4LB*]

ïAll live births who are still living and 

not given up for adoption (Children)

ÅSection 20A  [H4KK*]
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Wave IV  Relationships, pregnancies, live births, and children
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ÅNested Data Structure (Cont.)

ïRespondents who have at least 1 child at home 

reporting on their parenting attitudes.

ÅSection 20B  [H4KK*]
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Wave IV  Relationships, pregnancies, live births, and children
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S16A: Rôs description of total no. of relationships, 

pregnancies, live births, children still living.

ÅUnit of Analysis ïRespondent (N=15,701)

ÅRecord ID: AID

ÅContents:
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ï# Persons ever married (óMô partners)

ï# Persons ever lived with but not married

(óCô partners)

ï# Persons ever had a pregnancy with

besides óMô and óCô partners  (óPô partners)

ï# Persons currently dating besides óMô, óCô,  

and óPô partners (óCDô partners)

ï# Other relationships < 6 months since 2001

ï# Other relationships 6+ months since 2001

Wave IV Romantic/Sexual Relationships
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S16A: Rôs description of total no. of relationships, 

pregnancies, live births, children still living 

(Cont.)

ÅContents:
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Wave IV  Romantic/Sexual Relationships

ï{For female Rs} Currently pregnant? 

ïTotal # (life-time) pregnancies (including current)

ïTotal # (life-time) live births

ïTotal # biological children still living

ï{For R and any partners} Ever trouble getting pregnant

or avoid a miscarriage
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Section 16A: Relationships ïIndividual Level


