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Hamilton, E.R., J. Berger, R.A. Hummer, and Y.C. Padilla. 2011. “Assimilation and Emerging Health 

Disparities among New Generations of U.S. Children.” Demographic Research 25: 783-818. 

 

Hummer, R.A., and J.J. Chinn. 2011. “Race/Ethnicity and U.S. Adult Mortality: Progress, Prospects, 
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Lopez-Gonzalez, L., V.C. Aravena, and R.A. Hummer. 2005. “Immigrant Acculturation, Gender, and 

Health Behavior: A Research Note.” Social Forces 84(1): 581-593. 

 

Hummer, R.A. 2005. “Income, Race, and Infant Mortality: Comment on Stockwell et al.” Population 

Research and Policy Review 24(4): 405-409. 
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Foreign- and Native-Born Residents of the United States.” Population Research and Policy Review 

18(6): 607-620. 
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Mortality.” Demography 36(2): 273-285. 
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Nam, C.B., R.A. Hummer, and R.G. Rogers. 1994. “Underlying and Multiple Causes of Death Related 
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Race/Ethnicity and Health among U.S. Adults (with a Lagniappe Focusing on Add Health Data 

Collection, Availability, and Future Plans). 2020. Presentation given to the Duke University Population 

Research Institute, Duke University. 

 

Health Disparities among US Adults Who Will Soon Transition to Middle Age (with a Lagniappe 

Focusing on Add Health Data Collection, Availability, and Future Plans). 2019. Presentation given to 

the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies, Harvard University. 

 

The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health: Past, Present, and Future. 2019. 

Presentation given to the National Institutes of Health. 

 

America’s Population Health Crisis: Is It Really a Story of Deaths of Despair? 2018. Keynote Address 

for the Conference on Deep Wounds: Social Determinants of Health Inequality. Cornell University. 

 

Training in Biosocial Population Research. 2018. Invited presentation given to the Southern 

Demographic Association, Durham, NC. 

 

The Midlife Mortality Crisis in the United States: An examination of recent trends in cause-specific 

mortality and related indicators of despair among adults soon moving into midlife. 2018. Sussmilch 

Lecture presented at the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany. 

 

Racial/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in the Health of Older Adult Women and Men in the United 

States. 2017. Committee on Population, The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 

Medicine. 

 

Leveling the Playing Field? Race/Ethnic Disparities in Infant Mortality in the United States. 2017. 

Presentation given to the Center on Demography and Ecology, University of Wisconsin. Madison, WI. 

 

Developing a Research Agenda. 2017. Presentation given to the Center on Demography and Ecology, 

University of Wisconsin. Madison, WI. 

 

Risk Women in the United States. 2017. Presentation given to the Department of Health Management 

and Policy, University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, MI. 

 

Leveling the Playing Field? Race/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in Infant Mortality among Low Risk 

Women in the United States. 2017. Presentation given to the Minnesota Population Center, University of 

Minnesota. Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Leveling the Playing Field? Race/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in Infant Mortality among Low Risk 

Women in the United States. 2017. Presentation given to the Population Research Center, University of 
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Texas at Austin. Austin, TX. 

 

Leveling the Playing Field? Race/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in Infant Mortality among Low Risk 

Women in the United States. 2017. Presentation given to the Center for Research on Inequalities and the 

Life Course, Yale University. New Haven, CT. 

 

Race/Ethnicity and Early Life Mortality in the United States. 2016. Presentation given to the Maryland 

Population Research Center, University of Maryland. College Park, MD. 

 

Educational Attainment, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 2016. Presentation given to the 

Committee on Population, National Academy of Sciences. Washington, DC. 

 

Hispanic Older Adult Health and Longevity in the United States: Current Patterns and Concerns  

for the Future. Presentation given to the Cornell Population Center, Cornell University. Ithaca, NY, 

2016 

 

Race/Ethnicity and Early Life Mortality in the United States. 2016. Presentation given as the 

Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Santa Clara University. Santa Clara, CA. 

 

Race/Ethnicity and Early Life Mortality in the United States. 2015. Presentation given to the Center for 

Demography and Ecology, University of Washington. Seattle, WA. 

 

Hispanic Older Adult Health and Longevity in the United States: Current Patterns and Questions  

for the Future. 2015. Presentation given at Demography Daze, UNC and Duke. Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

Hispanic Older Adult Health and Longevity in the United States: Current Patterns and Concerns  

for the Future. 2014. Presentation given to the California Center for Population Research, UCLA. Los 

Angeles, CA. 

 

Hispanic Older Adult Health and Longevity in the United States: Current Patterns and Concerns  

for the Future. 2014. Presentation given to the Department of Sociology, University of Memphis. 

Memphis, TN. 

 

Hispanic Older Adult Health and Longevity in the United States: Current Patterns and Concerns  

for the Future. 2014. Presentation given to the International Conference on Aging in the Americas. 

University of Colorado, Boulder, CO. 

 

What Demographic Data and the Big-Picture Examination of Patterns and Trends Adds to our  

Understanding of Education and Health/Mortality in the United States. 2014. Presentation given at the 

Workshop on Education and Health: New Frontiers, sponsored by the Office of Behavioral and Social 

Science Research of the National Institutes of Health, Washington DC. 

 

De-Mystifying the Hispanic Paradox: Toward a Better Understanding of Health and Mortality 

Patterns among Mexican Origin Adults in the United States. 2014. Presentation given to the 

Department of Demography, University of Texas at San Antonio. 

 

De-Mystifying the Hispanic Paradox: Toward a Better Understanding of Health and Mortality Patterns 

among Mexican Origin Adults in the United States. 2013. 8th Annual Gordon De Jong Lecture presented 

to the Population Research Institute, Pennsylvania State University. University Park, PA. 
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Education and Mortality in the United States: Contextualizing Causality. 2013. Presentation given to the 

Workshop on Contextualizing Causality in Education-Health Research. Harvard Center for Population 

and Development, Harvard School of Public Health. Cambridge, MA. 

 

De-Mystifying the Hispanic Paradox: Toward a Better Understanding of Health and Mortality Patterns 

among Mexican Origin Adults in the United States. 2013. Invited presentation given to the Department 

of Sociology, Duke University. Durham, NC. 

 

De-Mystifying the Hispanic Paradox: Toward a Better Understanding of Health and Mortality Patterns 

among Mexican Origin Adults in the United States. 2013. Invited presentation given to the Department 

of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

De-Mystifying the Hispanic Paradox: Toward a Better Understanding of Health and Mortality Patterns 

among Mexican Origin Adults in the United States. 2013. Invited presentation given to the MacArthur 

Foundation Network on an Aging Society. New York, NY. 

 

The Effect of Educational Attainment on Adult Mortality in the United States. 2013. Webinar 

presentation sponsored by the Population Reference Bureau. 

 

Toward a Better Understanding of the Hispanic Paradox. 2013. Invited presentation given to the Center 

for Social and Demographic Analysis, University at Albany. Albany, NY. 

 

Toward a Better Understanding of the Hispanic Paradox. 2013. Invited presentation given to the 

Department of Sociology, University of Nebraska. Lincoln, NE. 

 

Toward a Better Understanding of the Hispanic Paradox. 2012. Invited presentation given to the Office 

of Population Research, Princeton University. Princeton, NJ/ 

 

Educational Attainment and Changes in U.S. Adult Mortality. 2012. Invited presentation given to the 

MacArthur Foundation Network on Aging in the 21st Century. Chicago, IL. 

 

Educational Attainment and U.S. Adult Mortality. 2012. Invited presentation given to the Center for 

Population Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

 

Educational Attainment and U.S. Adult Mortality. 2012. Invited presentation given to the Initiative on 

Population Program, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. 

 

Educational Attainment and Widening Mortality Disparities in the United States. 2011. Invited 

presentation given to the Center for Demography and Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

Madison, WI. 

 

Educational Attainment and Widening Mortality Disparities in the United States. 2011. Invited lunch 

address given to the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Tallahassee, FL. 

 

Hispanic Adult Mortality in the United States: A Review, New Estimates, and Comparisons to Other 

Population Groups. 2011. Invited talk given to the Center for Demography and Ecology, University of 

Washington. Seattle, WA. 
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Healthy People 2010? Education and Adult Mortality in the United States. 2011. Invited policy seminar 

given to the Population Reference Bureau. Washington, DC. 

 

Hispanic Adult Mortality in the United States: A Review, New Estimates, and Comparison to Other 

Population Groups. 2011. Invited talk given to the MacArthur Foundation Network on an Aging 

Society. Palo Alto, CA. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality Risk. 2010. Invited presentation given to the National 

Conference on Health Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics. Washington, DC. 

 

Running an Effective Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Program. 2010. Invited panel 

presentation given at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association. Atlanta, GA.  

 

Healthy People 2010? An Updated Look at Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality. 2010. 

Brownbag presentation at the Minnesota Population Center, University of Minnesota. 

 

The Use of Vital Statistics in Demographic Analysis. 2010. Invited discussion given to the U.S. Census 

Bureau for the Technical Workshop on Demographic Analysis for the 2010 Census. Suitland, MD. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality: Evidence and Controversy. 2009. Invited lecture given 

to the Center for Religion, Spirituality, and Health, Duke University. Durham, NC.   

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality: Evidence and Controversy. 2009. Invited lecture given 

to the Department of Demography and Organizational Studies, University of Texas at San Antonio. San 

Antonio, TX.   

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality: Evidence and Controversy. 2009. Invited lecture given 

to the Department of Sociology, Mississippi State University.  Starkville, MS.  Also gave address to 

graduating students in the Department of Sociology during this visit. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality: Evidence and Controversy. 2009. Invited lecture given 

to the Department of Sociology, Rice University.  Houston, TX. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality: Evidence and Controversy. 2009. Invited public 

lecture given at the University of Oklahoma. Norman, OK. 

 

Healthy People 2010? Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality. 2009. Presentation given to the 

Department of Sociology, University of Oklahoma. Norman, OK. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality. 2008. Invited presentation given at the Heritage 

Foundation Conference on Religion and Health.  Washington, DC. 

 

Review of the National Health Interview Survey. 2008. Presentation given as Chairperson of the Review 

Panel of the National Health Interview Survey.  Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 

 

Eliminating Health Disparities?: Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality in the Early 21st 

Century. 2008. Invited presentation given to the Population Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Eliminating Health Disparities?: Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Health and Mortality in the 
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Early 21st Century. 2008. Invited presentation given to the Department of Sociology, University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

Difficult Dialogues: Getting Them to Talk. 2008. Invited presentation given at the annual workshop on 

Teaching and Learning, Division of Instructional Innovation and Assessment, University of Texas at 

Austin. 

 

The Department as a Catalyst for Change. 2007. Invited presentation given at the annual meeting of the 

NSF Collaborative on Diversifying the Graduate Student Body of the Social, Behavioral, and Economic 

Sciences.  Santa Barbara, CA. 

 

Difficult Discussions as Opportunities for Learning and Teaching. 2007. Invited presentation given at 

the Collaborative for Instructional Impact, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Population Change and Undergraduate Education. 2006. Invited presentation given at the Reinvention 

Center Conference, Washington, DC. 

 

Racial/Ethnic Differences in Health and Mortality at the Starting Gate. 2006. Invited presentation given 

at the Institute of Behavior Science, University of Colorado. 

 

Racial/Ethnic Differences in Health and Mortality at the Starting Gate. 2006. Invited presentation given 

at the Department of Sociology’s Annual Symposium on the Many Faces of Inequality, Ohio State 

University. 

 

Diversifying Graduate Education in the Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences. 2006. Invited 

presentation given at an NSF Conference on Under-Represented Minority Involvement in SBE Graduate 

Programs, Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

Graduate School and Other Uses for a Sociology Degree. 2006. Invited luncheon address given to the 

Carolina Undergraduate Social Science Symposium, Presbyterian College.  

 

Religious Involvement and Mortality Risk in the United States: Evidence, Controversy, and Next Steps.  

2006. Invited keynote address given to the Carolina Undergraduate Social Science Symposium, 

Presbyterian College. 

 

Religious Involvement and Adult Mortality Risk in the United States. 2006. Invited talk given to the 

Department of Sociology, Texas A&M University. 

 

Using Large, National Data Sets in Health Research. 2006. Invited presentation given to the Center for 

Health Promotion in Underserved Populations, School of Nursing, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Interdisciplinary Grant Writing Workshop: Panel Discussion. 2005. Invited panel discussion sponsored 

by the Center for Women’s and Gender Studies, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Religion and Mortality Risk in the United States: Evidence, Controversy, and Next Steps. 2005. Invited 

presentation given to the Lakeway Men’s Club, November 30, Lakeway, Texas. 

 

Discussion of Hispanic Mortality Estimates. 2005. Invited discussion given to university researchers, 

NCHS staff, Social Security Administration Staff, and Census Bureau Staff.  Meeting on Hispanic 
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Mortality, University of Maryland. 

 

Mexican American Child Health: Birth to Early Childhood. 2005. Invited Presentation given to the 

Human Development and Family Sciences Division of the Department of Human Ecology, UT-Austin. 

 

Broadening Participation in the Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences. 2005. Invited presentation 

given to the SBE-AGEP Group at the National Science Foundation, Washington, DC. 

 

Religion, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 2005. Invited presentation to the Social Work 

Student Organization at UT. 

 

Paradox Found.  Health and Mortality among the Mexican Origin Population in the United States.  2005. 

Invited presentation to the Department of Sociology, Arizona State University. 

 

Paradox Found: Health and Mortality among the Mexican Origin Population in the 

United States. 2005. Invited presentation to the Carolina Population Center, University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

Paradox Found: Health and Mortality among the Mexican Origin Population in the 

United States. 2005. Invited presentation to the Demography Interest Group, Duke University. 

 

Religious Involvement and Mortality in the United States: Evidence, Controversy, and Next Steps. 2004. 

Charles B. Nam Annual Lecture presented to the Center for Demography and Population Health, Florida 

State University. 

 

Religious Involvement and Mortality in the United States: Evidence, Controversy, and Next Steps. 2004. 

Invited presentation given to the Population Studies and Training Center, Brown University. 

 

Race/Ethnicity and Health Outcomes in the United States. 2003. Invited presentation given to the Texas 

Institute for Society and Health, Rice University and UT School of Public Health, Baker Institute of 

Rice University. 

 

Religion, Health, and Mortality in the United States.  2002. Invited presentation given to the Population 

Studies Center, University of Michigan. 

 

Mexican American Health and Mortality: Toward a Better Understanding of the Epidemiologic Paradox. 

2002. Invited presentation given to the School of Public Health, University of California at Berkeley. 

 

Race/Ethnic Disparities in Health and Mortality among the Elderly. 2002. Presentation prepared for the 

National Research Council Workshop on Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Aging Health.  Washington, 

DC: National Academy of Sciences. 

 

Measuring Race/Ethnic Health Disparities in the National Health Interview Survey. 2002. Hearing on 

the Measurement of Race/Ethnic Health Disparities.  Subcommittee on Population, National Committee 

on Vital and Health Statistics, Washington DC. 

 

Health Outcomes among the Mexican Origin Population: Toward a Better Understanding of the 

Epidemiologic Paradox. 2001. Invited presentation to the University of Chicago Population Research 

Center. 
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The Population Research Center at UT. 2001. Invited presentation to the UT-Austin Department of 

Human Ecology. 

 

Religious Involvement, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 2001. Invited presentation to the UT-

Austin School of Social Work. 

 

Religious Involvement, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 2001. Invited presentation to the UT-

Galveston Medical School, Galveston, TX. 

 

Health Research at the Population Research Center. 2001. Invited presentation to the UT-UTMB-VA 

Austin Forum on Collaboration, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Race/Ethnic Differences in Older Adult Health and Mortality. 2001. Invited presentation to the 

Committee on Population at the National Research Council, Washington, DC.  

 

Birth Outcomes among Mexican Americans: Toward a Better Understanding of the Epidemiologic 

Paradox. 2001. Invited presentation to the Office of Population Research, Princeton University, 

Princeton, NJ. 

 

Race/Ethnicity, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 2000. Invited colloquium presentation to the 

Department of Human Ecology, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Current Research on Race/Ethnicity, Health, and Mortality in the United States. 1999. Invited research 

presentation to the Department of Sociology and Center for the Study of Population at Florida State 

University: Tallahassee, FL. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality. 1999. Invited paper presentation at the meeting on 

Mortality and Religious Involvement: A Review and Critique of the Results, the Methods, and the 

Measures, sponsored by the National Institute for Healthcare Research and the John Templeton 

Foundation.  Boston, MA: Harvard University. 

 

Adverse Birth Outcomes, Race/Ethnicity, and Child Development in the United States. 1999. Invited 

paper presentation at the Institute for Behavioral Sciences, University of Colorado at Boulder. 

 

Religious Involvement and U.S. Adult Mortality. 1999. Invited speaker presentation at the annual 

meeting of the Association of Black Cardiologists, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 

Religious Involvement and Longevity in the U.S. 1999. Invited speaker presentation at the UT 

AKD/Sociology Club, Austin, Texas. 

 

Race/Ethnicity, Immigration, and U.S. Mortality. 1998. Invited presentation given at the Colegio de la 

Frontera Norte (COLEF), Tijuana, Mexico. 

 

The Thomason Hospital Study. 1998. Invited presentation at the Research Symposium on the Survival 

of Families in Poverty in the United States/Mexico Border Region.  School of Social Work, University 

of Texas at Austin. 

 

Maternal Age and Infant Mortality: A Test of Competing Hypotheses. 1994. Invited Presentation at the 
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meeting of the Triangle Area Population Society, Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

 

Conference presentations (first-authored only): 

 

The Future of Add Health. 2018. Presentation given at the Add Health User’s Conference. 

Bethesda, MD. 

 

Overview of Ancillary Study Applications: Adding Supplemental Data to Add Health. 2018. 

Presentation given at the Add Health User’s Conference. Bethesda, MD. 

 

Can the Elimination of Obesity and Smoking Reduce Racial/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in 

Quantity and Quality of Life? 2018. Presentation given at the annual meeting of the Population 

Association of America, Denver, CO. 

 

Can the Elimination of Obesity and Smoking Reduce Racial/Ethnic and Nativity Disparities in 

Quantity and Quality of Life? 2018. Presentation given at the annual meeting of Demography Daze, 

Duke University, Durham, NC. 

 

Race/Ethnic Disparities in US Infant Mortality among Low-Risk Women. 2016. Presentation given at 

the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Athens, GA. 

 

Add Health Data Dissemination. 2016. Poster presentation given at the annual meeting of the 

International Association for Population Health Science, State College, PA. 

 

Overview of Ancillary Study Applications: Adding Supplemental Data to Add Health. 2016. 

Presentation given at the Add Health User’s Conference. Bethesda, MD. 

 

Gender and the Clustering of Health Risk Behavior among US Young Adults. 2015. Paper presented at 

the annual meeting of the Network on Health Dynamics and Disparities, San Diego, CA. 

 

The Redesign of the National Health Interview Survey: Perspective of a User. 2015. Presentation given 

at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, San Diego, CA. 

 

Educational Gradients in Cardiovascular Health: A Comparison of Mexico and Costa Rica. 2014. 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Boston, MA. 

 

Race/Ethnicity and U.S. Adult Mortality: Progress, Prospects, and New Analyses. 2011. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Washington, DC. 

 

Black/White Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality: An Examination of Recent Period and Cohort 

Trends. 2011. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, 

Washington, DC. 

 

Healthy People 2000 and 2010?: Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality. 2007. Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Birmingham, AL. 

 

Education and Self-Rated Health among U.S. Adults. 2006. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Durham, NC. 
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Education and Adult Mortality Risk among Hispanics in the United States. 2005. Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Oxford, MS. 

 

The Health Status and Health Care of Young Mexican American Children: The Influence of Parental 

Relationship Status. 2005. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of 

America, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Mexican Origin Infant Mortality: Evidence of Under-reporting? 2004. Paper presented at the annual 

meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Hilton Head, SC. 

 

Race/Ethnicity, Nativity, and Recent Changes in U.S. Infant Mortality. 2003. Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Crystal City, VA. 

 

Health Insurance Coverage in Non-Metropolitan America. 2002. Paper presented at the annual meeting 

of the Southern Demographic Association, Austin, TX. 

 

Does Maternal Religious Involvement Influence the Birth Outcomes and Health Status of Infants? 2002.  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of American, Atlanta, GA. 

 

Maternal Religious Involvement, Health Behavior, and Infant Birth Weight. 2001. Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Miami, FL. 

 

Religious Involvement, Religious Denomination, and Adult Mortality Risk among a Nationally 

Representative Cohort of Middle-Aged Adults. 2001. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Miami, FL. 

 

Immigration, Duration of Residence, and the Health of Hispanic Adults in the United States. 2001. 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of American, Washington, DC. 

 

Race, Birth Weight, and General Measures of Child Well-Being. 2000. Paper presented at the annual 

meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Retrospective Reports of Pregnancy Wantedness and Child Well Being in the United States. 2000. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, DC. 

 

Religious Involvement, Lifestyles, and Causes of Death: Evidence from a Followback Survey of Death 

Certificates. 2000. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, 

Washington, DC. 

 

The Influence of Asset Ownership on the Risk of Adult Mortality in the United States. 2000. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, California. 

 

Poverty, Birth Outcomes, and Maternal Reports of Child Asthma in the United States. 1999. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, San Antonio, Texas. 

 

Authors Meet Critics: A Panel Discussion of Living and Dying in the USA. 1999. Panel session at the 

annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, San Antonio, Texas. 
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Birth Outcomes, Race, and Child Development. 1999. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Population Association of America, New York, New York. 

 

The Thomason Hospital Study: Overview, Methodology, and Descriptive Results. 1999. Paper presented 

at the UT/DIF meeting on the Dynamics of Family and Household Structures on the U.S.-Mexico 

Border, El Paso, Texas. 

 

Intra-Hispanic Differentials in U.S. Adult Mortality. 1998. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Annapolis, MD.   

 

Race/Ethnicity, Immigration, and U.S. Mortality. 1998. Presentation given at the German-American 

Academic Council’s Workshop on Social and Biological Determinants of Longevity.  Max-Planck 

Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany. 

 

Health Behaviors and U.S. Adult Mortality. 1997. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern 

Demographic Association, Orlando, FL. 

 

Ethnicity, Nativity, and U.S. Adult Mortality. 1997. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Ethnicity, Nativity, and U.S. Infant Mortality. 1997. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Population Association of America, Washington, D.C. 

 

Religious Participation and U.S. Adult Mortality. 1997. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Memphis, TN. 

 

Sociodemographic Differentials in Mortality: Review and Perspective. 1997. Paper presented at the 

meeting of the Population Association of America, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Sociodemographic and Health Links to SIDS. 1995. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Richmond, VA. 

 

Smoking, Drinking, Weight Status, and Mortality. 1995. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Population Association of America, San Francisco, CA. 

 

Socioeconomic Effects on the Smoking-Mortality Relationship Among Adults in the United States. 

1994. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Atlanta, GA. 

 

Underlying and Multiple Cause Mortality Risks Associated with Smoking Habits. 1994. Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Miami, FL. 

 

Race, Health, and Mortality: A Review of the Literature and Conceptual Framework. 1994. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, NC. 

 

Infant Mortality by Maternal Age at Birth: Understanding the Effects of Race/Ethnicity, Parity and 

Cause of Death. 1993. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, 

New Orleans, LA. 

 

Why Former Smokers Have Higher Death Rates than Current Smokers: Unraveling a Paradox. 1993.  
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Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Charleston, SC. 

 

Race and Infant Mortality in the United States: An Examination of Social and Health Determinants. 

1993. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh, PA.  

 

Demography in the Classroom. 1991. Panel Presentation at the annual meeting of the Southern 

Demographic Association, Jacksonville, FL. 

 

A Structural Analysis of Gender Differentials in Mortality. 1991. Paper presented at the annual meeting 

of the American Sociological Association, Cincinnati, OH. 

 

Fraternities and Rape on Campus: Organizational Norms and Context as Motive. 1991. Panel 

presentation at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Cincinnati. 

 

Infant Mortality among Hispanics in Florida. 1990. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Louisville, KE. 

 

 

f) Teaching Activities 

 

Courses Taught in Last Three Years: 

 

2020-21: 

Introduction to Population Health in the United States (SOCI 172), Spring, 294 students 

 

2019-20: 

Health and Society (SOCI 469), Spring, 40 students 

Introduction to Population Health in the United States (SOCI 172), Fall, 291 students 

Add Health Questionnaire Development Workshop (SOCI 950), Fall, 10 students 

Demography: Theory, Substance, and Techniques (SOCI 830, with B. Entwisle & E. Frankenberg), Fall, 

5 students 

 

2018-19: 

Introduction to Population Health in the United States (SOCI 172), Spring, 250 students 

Integrating Social and Biological Perspectives on Human Health (SOCI/EPID 823), Fall, 18 students 

Demography: Theory, Substance, and Techniques (SOCI 830, with B. Entwisle & P. Morgan), Fall, 16 

students 

 

2017-18: 

Introduction to Population Health in the United States (SOCI 172), Fall, 250 students 

 

 

Ph.D. Students Supervised (UNC-CH): 

 

Iliya Gutin, “A Growing Risk: Clinical, Epidemiologic, and Subjective Ambiguity in the Relationship 

between Weight and Health,” ongoing 

 

Alexis Dennis, “Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Mental Health among U.S.-Born Young Adults,” ongoing  
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Andrea Goodwin, ongoing 

 

Nafeesa Andrabi, ongoing 

 

Kaitlin Shartle, ongoing 

 

Reed DeAngelis, ongoing 

 

Fatima Touma, ongoing 

 

29 Ph.D. Students Supervised or Co-Supervised to Completion as a Faculty Member at UT-Austin, 

1996-2015 

 

 

Master’s Students Supervised (UNC-CH): 

 

Denise Mitchell, “Contact with Law Enforcement and Young Adult Health,” ongoing (with Kathleen 

Mullan Harris) 

 

Fatima Touma, “Immigration and Health Among American Adults,” completed 2021 (with Jacqueline 

Hagan) 

 

Reed DeAngelis, “Race, Stress, and Cardiometabolic Health,” completed 2020 

 

Andrea Goodwin, “Race, Educational Attainment, and Infecundity/Infertility,” completed 2020 

 

Kaitlin Shartle, “Social Networks and Smoking among Young Adults,” completed 2020 

 

Nafeesa Andrabi, “Subjective Status and Adolescent Mental Health,” completed 2019 

 

Alexis Dennis, “Socioeconomic Status and Psychological Distress among Working-Aged African 

Americans,” completed 2018 

 

Iliya Gutin, “Unhealthy Returns to Education: Variation in BMI-Associated Premature Adult Mortality 

by Educational Attainment,” completed 2017 

 

8 M.A. Thesis Students Supervised or Co-Supervised to Completion as a Faculty Member at UT-Austin, 

1996-2015 

 

 

Undergraduate Honor’s Thesis Students Supervised (UNC-CH): 

 

Niki Vemulapalli, Addie Coleman, Jennifer Hausler, Kadejah Murray 

 

10 Undergraduate Thesis Students Supervised to Completion as a Faculty Member at UT-Austin, 1996-

2015 

 

 

Postdoctoral Scholars Supervised or Co-Supervised (UNC-CH): 
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Stephanie Hernandez (ongoing), Zachary Fisher (ongoing), Grace Noppert (now faculty member at 

University of Michigan), Carmen Gutierrez (now faculty member at UNC-CH), Elizabeth Lawrence 

(now faculty member at UNLV), Taylor Hargrove (now faculty member at UNC-CH) 

 

1 Postdoctoral Scholar Supervised as a Faculty Member at UT-Austin 
 

 

 

g) Grants 

 

Current Grants: 

National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health (Add Health): Wave VI Core Project. 

Principal Investigator. National Institute on Aging (with five NIH co-funders). Five-year award of 

$28,400,000.  3/1/21-12/31/25. 

 

National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health (Add Health): Wave VI Cognition and Early 

Risk Factors for Dementia Project. Co-Principal Investigator (1 of 2, with Allison Aiello). National 

Institute on Aging. Five-year award of $9,800,000. 1/15/21-12/31/25. 

 

Network on Life Course Health Dynamics and Disparities in 21st Century America. Co-Principal 

Investigator (1 of 4, with Jennifer Ailshire, Jennifer Karas Montez, and Sarah Burgard). National 

Institute on Aging. Five-year award of $1,871,000. 9/30/19-6/30/24. 

 

Race/Ethnic Differences in Life Course Exposure to Death: Consequences for Health. Co-Investigator, 

National Institute on Aging. 4-year award of $1,200,000 (PI Debra Umberson, University of Texas-

Austin). 3/31/18-12/31/21. 

 

From Biological to Social Processes: Interdisciplinary Training in Life Course Research. Co-Principal  

Investigator (with Allison Aiello), National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 5-year 

award of $2,006,024 (1T32HD091058-01). 8/21/17-4/30/22. 

 

The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health. Investigator, National Institute of  

Child Health and Human Development. Seven-year award of $28,000,000. PI: Kathleen Mullan Harris. 

7/16/14-4/30/21. 

 

 

External Grants Completed: 

 

Network on Life Course Health Dynamics and Disparities in 21st Century America. Co-Principal 

Investigator (1 of 4, with James House, Eileen Crimmins, and Mark Hayward), National Institute on 

Aging. Five-year award of $1.6 million. 9/15/14 – 6/30/20. 

 

Enhancing Scientific Community Access to Add Health Data. Principal Investigator, National Institute 

of Child Health and Human Development. 3-year award of $155,208 (1R03-HD091318-01). 3/23/17-

2/28/20. 

 

Early Life Mortality in the United States. Co-Investigator, National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development. 4.3-year award of $575,000. PI: Richard G. Rogers. 9/1/15-12/31/19.  
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Non-Clinical and Contextual Factors Associated with Hysterectomy in North Carolina. Principal  

Investigator, National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 2-year award of $90,000 (F31 

Predoctoral support for Danielle Gartner). 9/1/17-8/31/19. 

 

The Add Health Children’s Birth Records Study. Co-investigator, National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development. Three-year award of $410,000. PI: Kathleen Mullan Harris. 7/17/16-6/30/19.  

 

Transitions to Adulthood and Health Risk among US Young Adults. Principal Investigator, National 

Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 1.5-year award of $84,000 (F32 Postdoctoral support 

for Elizabeth Lawrence). 8/17/16-12/31/17. 

 

Education and the Transition to Adulthood. Co-investigator, National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development. Five-year award of $2,628,654. PI: Chandra Muller. 9/28/10-9/30/16. 

 

Emerging Health Inequalities: Education, New Health Events, and Social Networks. Principal 

Investigator, National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 3-year award of 

$143,000 (F32 Postdoctoral support for Elaine Hernandez). 9/1/11-8/31/14. 

 

A Social Demography of Racial Health Disparities. Co-investigator, National Center on Minority Health 

Disparities. Five-year subcontract award of $109,000 to UT-Austin.  PI: Brian Finch, San Diego State 

University.  Project dates: 9/25/09-4/30/14. 

 

Race/Ethnicity, Immigration, and Health in an Aging Society. Principal Investigator, MacArthur 

Foundation Network on an Aging Society (Network PI, Jack Rowe, at Columbia University). 19-month 

award of $150,000. Co-PI: Mark Hayward. Project Dates: 6/1/12-12/31/13. 

 

SBE Collaborative Proposal: Diversifying Graduate Education in the Social, Behavioral, and 

Economic (SBE) Sciences.  Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation. Four-year award of 

$427,500. Co-PI: Darlene Grant.  Project Dates: 10/1/07-9/30/11. 

• Supplemental award of $50,000 for hosting annual conference for this national level program 

at UT-Austin (April 21-23, 2010). 

• Supplemental award of $50,000 for extending the project through 9/30/12. 

 

Race/Ethnicity, Education, and Young Adult Smoking. Principal Investigator, American Legacy 

Foundation. Six-month award of $31,269. Project Dates: 1/1/12-6/30/12. 

 

Educational Differences in U.S. Adult Mortality.  Principal investigator, National Institute of 

Child Health and Human Development.  Four-year project of $808,053.  8/1/06-7/31/10. 

 

Social Ties and Health Behavior Over the Life Course.  Co-investigator, National Institute of 

Aging.  Five-year award of $1,300,000.  PI: Debra Umberson.  9/1/06-8/31/11. 

 

REU Site: Undergraduate Research in Minority Group Demography.  Principal Investigator, 

National Science Foundation. One-year award of $105,000.  Co-PI: Arthur Sakamoto. Project Dates: 

4/1/09-3/31/10. 

 

Training Program in Population Studies.  Principal investigator, National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development. Five-year project of $1,350,000.  6/1/08-5/31/13 (Kelly Raley became 

PI in February of 2010).  
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Changing Race/Ethnic Disparities in Infant Mortality.  Co-investigator, National Institute of 

Child Health and Human Development. Three-year project of $650,000.  PI: W. Parker Frisbie.  9/1/06-

8/31/09. 

 

Mexican American Child Health: Birth to Early Childhood.  Co-Investigator, National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development. Five-year award of $748,887.  PI: Yolanda Padilla.  Project Dates: 

7/1/04-4/30/09. 

 

REU Site: Undergraduate Research in Minority Group Demography.  Principal Investigator, National 

Science Foundation. Three-year award of $280,000.  Co-PI: Arthur Sakamoto.  Project Dates: 4/1/06-

3/31/09. 

 

SBE Collaborative Proposal: Diversifying Graduate Education in the Social, Behavioral, and Economic 

(SBE) Sciences.  Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation.  Three-year award of $385,000 

($325,000 original plus $60,000 supplement).  Co-PI: Darlene Grant. Project Dates: 10/15/05-10/14/08. 

 

REU Site: Undergraduate Research in Minority Group Demography.  Co-principal Investigator, 

National Science Foundation. Three-year award of $194,808.  Project Dates: 4/1/03-3/31/06.  PI: Omer 

Galle. 

 

Difficult Dialogues Forum Seminars.  Co-principal Investigator, Ford Foundation. Two-year award of 

$100,000.  PIs: Lucia Gilbert and Paul Woodruff.  Project Dates: 1/1/06-12/31/07. 

 

Religious Organizations, Local Norms, and HIV in Africa.  Co-investigator, National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development. Three-year subcontract award of $300,000 to UT-Austin (PI of 

subcontract: Mark Regnerus).  PI: Susan Watkins.  Project dates: 4/1/05-3/31/08. 

 

Population Research Center.  Principal Investigator, National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development.  Five-year award of $2.4 million.  Project dates: 7/1/02-6/30/07.  Mark Hayward (as new 

Director of the PRC) took over as PI on 7/1/05. 

 

Center for the Study of Urbanization and Internal Migration in Developing Countries, Population 

Research Center.  Principal Investigator, Andrew T. Mellon Foundation.  Three-year award of $450,000.  

Co-Pis: Bryan Roberts and Joseph Potter.  Project Dates: 1/1/03– 12/31/05. 

 

Modeling Race/Ethnic Differences in Infant Mortality.  Co-Investigator, National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development.  Three-year award of $439,416.  Project Dates: 6/1/02-5/31/05.  PI: 

W. Parker Frisbie. 

 

Religious Involvement and Mortality in the United States.  Principal Investigator, National Science 

Foundation.  Two-year award of $49,731.  Dual award with Richard Rogers, University of Colorado-

Boulder.  Project Dates: 5/15/03-4/30/05.     

 

Religion, Race/Ethnicity, Health, and Mortality.  Co-Investigator, National Institute on Aging.  Three-

year award of $444,514.  Project Dates: 9/1/00-8/31/03.  PI: Christopher G. Ellison. 

 

Income and Assets, Race/Ethnicity, and U.S. Adult Mortality.  Principal Investigator, National Science 

Foundation.  Three-year award of $72,347.  Dual award with Richard Rogers, University of Colorado-
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Boulder.  Project Dates: 9/15/99-8/31/02. 

 

Multiple Causes of Death and Differential Adult Mortality.  Co-Investigator, National Institute on 

Aging.  Two-year sub-contract award of $22,000.  Project dates: 5/1/01-4/30/03.  PI: Isaac Eberstein, 

Florida State University. 

 

Center for the Study of Urbanization and Internal Migration in Developing Countries, Population 

Research Center.  Principal Investigator from 7/1/01-12/31/02, Andrew T. Mellon Foundation.  Three-

year award of $510,000.  Co-Pis: Bryan Roberts and Joseph Potter.  Project Dates: 4/1/00– 12/31/02.  

Other principal investigator: Myron P. Gutmann (4/1/00-6/30/01). 

 

University of Texas Population Research P-30 Center.  Principal Investigator from 7/1/01-6/30/02, 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.  Five-year award of $1,500,000. Project 

Dates: 7/1/97 – 6/30/02.  Other principal investigators: Frank D. Bean (7/1/97-6/30/98) and Myron P. 

Gutmann (7/1/98-6/30/01).     

 

Birth Outcomes, Social Risks, and Child Health.  Principal Investigator, National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development.  Three-year award of $274,888.  Project Dates: 1/1/99-12/31/01. 

 

Long-Term Minority Investigator Research Supplement to Birth Outcomes, Social Risks, and Child 

Health (for Yolanda Padilla).  Principal Investigator, National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development.  2.5-year award of $137,200.  Project Dates: 7/1/99-12/31/01. 

   

Race/Ethnic Differentials in Birth Outcomes.  Co-investigator, National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development. Three-year award of $389,126.  Project Dates: 1/1/99-12/31/01. PI: W. Parker 

Frisbie. 

 

Factors Affecting Ethnic Mortality by Cause.  Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation.  

Three-year award of $82,842. Project Dates: 4/1/97-3/31/00.  Dual award with Richard Rogers, 

University of Colorado-Boulder.   

 

 

h) Professional Service 

 

Professional Organizations: 
 

President-Elect, President, and Past-President, Population Association of America, 2020-2022 

 

Member, Committee on Population Statistics, Population Association of America, 2018-2019 

 

Program Co-Chair (appointed), International Association for Population Health Sciences, 2017-2018 

 

Vice-President Elect and Vice-President (elected), Population Association of America, 2016-2017 (Co- 

Chair of PAA Program Committee, 2017) 

 

Member (appointed), Initiatives Committee, Population Association of America, 2013-2015 (Chair of  

Committee in 2015) 

 

Chair (elected), Nominations Committee, Population Association of America, September 2013 to 



 32 

August 2014 

 

Member (elected), Publications Committee, Population Association of America, January 2010 to 

December 2012 (Chair of Committee in 2012) 

 

Member (appointed), Clogg Award Selection Committee, Population Association of America, January 

2012 to December 2015 

 

Member (appointed), Initiatives Committee, Population Association of America, 2013-2015 

 

Chair-Elect, Chair, and Past-Chair (elected), Population Section, American Sociological Association, 

2009-2011 

 

Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, Population Association of America, 2010 meeting 

 

Session Organizer, Population Association of America, 2010 meeting 

 

Board of Directors (elected), Population Association of America, 2006-2008 

 

Member, Finance Committee, Population Association of America, 1/1/06-12/31/08 (Chair of Committee 

in 2008) 

 

Member, Ad-Hoc Awards Committee, Population Association of America, 2007-2008 

 

Chair, Nominations Committee, Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2006 

 

President-Elect, President and Past-President (elected), Southern Demographic Association, 2004-2006 

 

Vice-President, Association for Population Centers, 2004-2005 

 

Council Member, Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2002-2004 

 

Vice-President, Southern Demographic Association, 2003 

 

Board of Directors (elected), Southern Demographic Association, 2000-2002 

 

Chair of Local Arrangements Committee, Southern Demographic Association, 2002 

 

Session Organizer, Population Association of America, 2007, 2002, 1998 

 

Chair of Nominations Committee, Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2000 

 

Creator, Graduate Student Paper Award, Population Section, American Sociological Association, 2000 

 

Chair of Graduate Student Paper Award Committee, Population Section, American Sociological 

Association, 2000-2001 

 

Poster Session Judge, Population Association of America, 2000 
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Session Organizer, American Sociological Association, 1999 

 

Nominations Committee, Southern Demographic Association, 1999 

 

Nominations Committee, Population Section, American Sociological Association, 1998 

 

Program Committee, Southern Sociological Association, 1997 

 

Site Selection Committee, Southern Demographic Association, 1995 

 

 

National Committees: 

 

Member, Consensus Study on Midlife Mortality in the United States, Committee on Population, 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2019-2021. 

 

Member, Committee on Population, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2018-

2021. 

 

Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2017. 

 

Member, National Institutes of Health Review Panel for Population Research Infrastructure Grants, 

April 2010.  

 

Chair, Review Panel for the National Health Interview Survey, Board of Scientific Counselors, National 

Center for Health Statistics, Spring-Summer-Fall 2008. 

 

Member Reviewer, National Institutes of Health, Social Sciences and Population Studies (SSPS) Study 

Section, Health of the Population Integrated Review Group, Center for Scientific Review, July, 2003 to 

June, 2007. 

 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, National Institutes of Health (22 panels between 1994 and 2017). 

 

Chair, Data Safety and Monitoring Board for the Work, Family and Health Network (NIH funded 

study), 2009-2014. 

 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Behavioral and Social Sciences Branch, National Institute on Aging: 2006, 2008, 

2009. 

 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Center for Economic Studies, U.S. Census Bureau, May 2005. 

 

Chair, National Institutes of Health Study Section Special Review (RFA) on Education and Pathways to 

Health, July 2003. 

 

Member, National Institutes of Health Review Panel for Population Research Infrastructure Grants, 

April 2001.  

 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, 2005, 2009. 
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Ad-Hoc Reviewer, National Science Foundation, SBE Program, 2000-2019 (8 reviews). 

 

 

External Promotion Cases, Journal Reviewing & Editing: 

 

External Reviewer, Promotion, Tenure, Hiring, Programmatic, and Award Cases from Various U.S. 

Universities, 70 reviews, 2000-2020 

 

Editorial Board, Research on Aging, 2016-present 

 

Editorial Board, Social Forces, 2015-present 

 

Associate Editor, Demographic Research, 2013-2018 

 

Deputy Editor, Demography, 2013-2017 

 

Deputy Editor, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 2010-2013 

 

Editorial Board, Social Forces, 2009-2010 

 

Editorial Board, Demography, 2007-2010 

 

Deputy Editor, Population Research and Policy Review, 2006-2011 

 

Editorial Board, Social Science Quarterly, 2006-2013 

 

Editorial Board, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 2003-2006 

 

Editorial Board, Population Research and Policy Review, 2000-2003  

 

Ad-Hoc Journal Reviewer, 1989-present: American Journal of Public Health, American Journal of 

Epidemiology, American Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, Annals of 

Epidemiology, Annual Review of Sociology, Demographic Research, Demography, Epidemiologic 

Reviews, European Journal of Population, Gender and Society, International Journal of Epidemiology, 

International Migration, International Migration Review, Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 

Journal of Healthcare for the Poor and Underserved, Journal for the Social Scientific Study of Religion, 

Journal of Aging and Health, Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology, Journal of Health and Social 

Behavior, National Journal of Sociology, Population and Development Review,  Population Research 

and Policy Review, Population Studies, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Research on 

Aging, Science, Social Biology, Social Forces, Social Science and Medicine, Social Problems, Social 

Science Quarterly, Social Science Research, Sociological Forum, Sociological Methods and Research, 

Sociological Spectrum, Sociological Perspectives, Sociological Quarterly, Southern Medical Journal, 

Violence Against Women. 

 

 

University of North Carolina: 

 

Chair, Search Committee, Department of Sociology, 2020-21 
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Member, Advisory Council, Carolina Population Center, 2019-22 

 

Job Placement Coordinator, Department of Sociology, 2018-2020 

 

Member, Graduate Policy Committee, Department of Sociology, 2018-20 

 

Search Committee Member for the Training Program Coordinator, Carolina Population Center, 2018 

 

Member, Search Committee, Department of Sociology, 2017-18 

 

Chair, Committee to develop a new undergraduate minor in Health and Society, 2016-18 

 

Chair, Search Committee for the Director of the Carolina Population Center, 2016-17 

 

Member, Executive Committee, Department of Sociology, 2016-17 

 

Member, Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Sociology, 2015-17 

 

Chair, Social Committee, Department of Sociology, 2015-2017 

 

 

i) Research Statement 

 

My research program focuses on the accurate description and more complete understanding of 

population health patterns and trends in the United States. I have had a very active federally funded 

grant portfolio for over two decades and actively publish my work, oftentimes with students and 

postdoctoral scholars, in leading scientific outlets. My work has been cited over 12,500 times to date. 

Beginning in 2020, I became the Co-Director (with Kathleen Mullan Harris) of the long-running 

National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health (Add Health), a nationally-representative 

longitudinal study of over 20,000 American adults who are now around 40 years old and have been 

followed since they were adolescents. I am particularly interested in understanding how and why the 

physical, mental, and cognitive health of U.S. adults differ across racial/ethnic, gender, and 

socioeconomic subgroups of the population. 

 

 

j) Teaching Statement 

 

My teaching program mirrors my research: I am interested in communicating concepts, theories, 

methods, findings, and policy implications related to health and health disparities in the United States. I 

teach and mentor students of all levels at UNC, from first-semester undergraduate students to Ph.D.-

level graduate students to postdoctoral trainees. I design my courses to be challenging, but also clear, 

well-organized, and well-managed. I aim to be an instructor and mentor who is extremely approachable 

and willing to help students reach their educational and career goals. My teaching program goes well 

beyond classroom instruction and mentoring; I am also interested in creating academic programs to 

enhance education at UNC. To date, I have led the creation of the popular Health & Society minor in the 

Department of Sociology and have co-led (with Allison Aiello in the Department of Epidemiology) the 

creation of the Biosocial Science Training Program at the Carolina Population Center. 
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k) Service and Engagement Statement 

 

I am deeply involved in service to the UNC community and, even more so, to the scientific community 

at the national level. I view service as an important part of the job as a faculty member. Since I moved to 

UNC in 2015, I have been centrally involved in programs and initiatives in the Department of Sociology 

and Carolina Population Center, where I am working on making both units stronger than ever before. At 

the national level, my most important recent service roles have been at the Population Association of 

America, National Institutes of Health, the US Census Bureau, and the National Academies of Science, 

Engineering, and Medicine. At the present time, I am serving as President-Elect (2020), President 

(2021), and Past-President (2022) of the Population Association of America, which is a large and 

prestigious professional association dedicated to enhancing population research around the country and 

world.  
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