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NAFEESA ANDRABI 
nandrabi@live.unc.edu | 909.856.8797  | she/her 

 

EDUCATION University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

 Ph.D. Department of Sociology, in progress 

 Comprehensive Exams: Race and Ethnicity; Health and Illness 

 M.A. Department of Sociology, 2020 

  

 Occidental College 

 B.A. Sociology, 2014, cum laude 

 Honors Thesis: “Muslims and mental health: The role of religious institutions 

in facilitating and obstructing access to treatment” 

 
 

RESEARCH 

INTERESTS 
Race and Ethnicity; Immigration; Muslims; Health Disparities; Social 

Stratification; Measurement 

 
 

Peer-Reviewed Publications 

Forth. 

 

Duxbury, S. & Andrabi, N. The Boys in Blue are Watching You: The 

Shifting Metropolitan Landscape and Big Data Police Surveillance in the 

United States. Social Problems. 

 
Martinez, R., Andrabi, N., Goodwin, A., Smith, N., Wilbur, R., Zivich, P., & 

Hummer, R. “Systematic review of the use of race and ethnicity in population 

health research 1995-2018.” American Journal of Epidemiology. 

2020 
Hagaman, A., Baranov, V., Chung, E., LeMasters, K., Andrabi, N., Bates, L., 

Rahman, A., Sikander, S., Turner, L., & Maselko, J. “Association of maternal 

and home adversities with infant hypothalamic-pituitaryadrenal (HPA) axis 

biomarkers at one year: An analysis from children in rural Pakistan.” Journal 

of Affective Disorders.  

 
Chung, E., Hagaman, A., LeMasters, K., Andrabi, N., Baranov, V., Bates, L., 

Gallis, J., O’Donnell, K., Rahman, A., Sikander, S., Turner, L., & Maselko, J. 

“The impact of grandmother involvement on child growth and development 

in rural Pakistan.” BMJ Global Health.  

 LeMasters, K., Andrabi, N., Zalla, L., Hagaman, A., Chung, E., Gallis, J., 

Turner, L., Bhalotra, S., Sikander, S., & Maselko, J. “Maternal depression in 

rural Pakistan: The protective associations with cultural postpartum 

practices.” BMC Public Health.  

2018 Leventhal, A.M., Cho, J., Andrabi, N., & Barrington-Trimis, J. “Concern 

About Increasing Discrimination in Society and Behavioral Health Amongst 

Adolescents, 2016-2017.” JAMA Pediatrics.  
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2017 
Andrabi, N., Khoddam, R., & Leventhal, A.M. “Socioeconomic disparities in 

adolescent substance use mediated by alternative reinforcement.” Social 

Science and Medicine.  

Pang, R., Andrabi, N., & Leventhal, A.M. “Premenstrual symptoms and 

factors implicated in smoking cessation among female smokers.” Behavioral 

Medicine. 

2016 
Leventhal, A.M., Stone, M.D., Andrabi, N., Barrington-Trimis, J., Strong, 

D.S., Sussman, S. & Audrain-McGovern, J. “Association of electronic 

cigarette vaping with progression to heavier smoking patterns in adolescents.” 

JAMA. 

 
Aguirre, C.G., Bello, M.S., Pang, R.D., Andrabi, N., Hendricks, P.S., 

Bluthenthal, R.N., & Leventhal, A.M. “Gender, ethnicity, and their 

intersectionality in the prediction of smoking outcome 

expectancies.” Behavior Modification. 

Under Review 
Martinez, R., Wilbur, R., Andrabi, N., Goodwin, A., Smith, N., & Zivich, P.  

“Conceptualization, operationalization and utilization of race and ethnicity in 

major medical journals 1995-2018: a systematic review.” 

 
Martinez, R., Smith, N., Wilbur, R., Andrabi, N., Goodwin, A., & Zivich, P. 

“Threats to equity: Missing methodological details about race and ethnicity?” 

In Progress Andrabi, N. “Feeling Unequal: The role of subjective social status in 

adolescent mental health trajectories.” 

 Andrabi, N. “Changes in Subjective Social Status during early adulthood 

predict Allostatic Load in US adults.” 

 Andrabi, N. & Duxbury, S. “Death by System Avoidance: Technological 

Police Surveillance and Racial Disparities in COVID-19 Hospitalization and 

Mortality.” 

 
Andrabi, N. “What Muslim immigrant birth outcomes in the US tell us about 

the health effects of Muslim racialization.” 

 
Andrabi, N. “Subjective Social Status mediates the relationship between 

discrimination and mental health in California-based adolescents.” 

 
Andrabi, N. & Harris, KM. “Shifting Inequalities: Mobility, subjective social 

status, and physical health across the life course.” 

Non Peer-Reviewed Publications 

 
Blog Series “Beyond the Boxes: Guiding Questions for Thoughtfully 

Measuring and Interpreting Race in Population Health Research” for 

Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Sciences (co-authored 

with Natalie Smith, Rae Anne Martinez, Andi Goodwin, Rachel Wilbur and 

Paul Zivich.)  

 

https://iaphs.org/beyond-the-boxes-part-6-final-thoughts-and-gratitude-to-our-communities/
https://iaphs.org/beyond-the-boxes-part-6-final-thoughts-and-gratitude-to-our-communities/
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Internal Awards, Grants and Fellowships 

2020 Funds for participation in National Center for Faculty Development and 

Diversity WriteNow Fall Session, UNC-Chapel Hill 

2020 Pilot Project Funds ($1000) for Systematic review of the use of race in 

U.S. population health research 1995-2018, Department of Sociology, 

UNC-Chapel Hill  

2019-present National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NIH-NRSA 

T32 HD07168 25-28) Predoctoral Biosocial Traineeship (~$24,000/year), 

Carolina Population (funding declined 2019-2020) 

2019-2020 Mellon Foundation DisTIL Graduate Assistantship, Carolina Performing 

Arts (concurrent) 

2014  Distinction in Sociology Senior Comprehensive, Occidental College 

2014   Department of Sociology Honors, Occidental College 

2014  W.E.B. Du Bois Spirit of Sociology Award, Occidental College 

2014   Department of Sociology Preceptor of the Year, Occidental College 

2012-2014  Dean’s List, Occidental College 

2013  W.F. Keck Foundation Program for Undergraduate Research in the Social 

Sciences ($3500), Occidental College 

2013  Senior Comps Research Funds ($500), Sociology Department, Occidental 

College  

 

External Awards, Grants and Fellowships 

2019-present National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 

2019 Travel Award ($500) to attend workshop Traversing Divides: 

Interdisciplinary Research in Population Health and Health Disparities in 

Seattle, WA 

2018, 2019 Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship Competition (Honorable 

Mention) 

Invited Presentations and Workshops 

“Clear communication of race & ethnicity for public health: Best practices & common 

failings.” (with Rae Anne Martinez, Andi Goodwin and Rachel Wilbur) 

• September 2022: Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Sciences Pre-

Conference Workshop 

• June 2022: North Carolina Translational and Clinical Sciences Institute 

• April 2022: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 2022 Annual Grantee Meeting for Health 

Eating Research Pre-Conference Workshop 

• September 2021: Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Sciences Pre-

Conference Workshop  
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“Theorizing Muslimness: What Muslim immigrant birth outcomes in the US tell us about the 

health effects of Muslim racialization.” 

• August 2021: Invited Panelist for Critical Muslim Studies digital dialogue, co-hosted by 

Association for Asian Studies and City College of New York, Department of 

Anthropology 

Select Conference Presentations 

“Feeling Inequality: How subjective social status during early adulthood impacts Allostatic Load 

in US adults” 

• July 2022: Accepted for oral presentation at Add Health Users Conferences in Chapel 

Hill, NC. 

• September 2022: Accepted for oral presentation at Interdisciplinary Association of 

Population Health Studies in Minneapolis, MN.  

“Death by System Avoidance: Technological Police Surveillance and Racial Disparities in 

COVID-19 Hospitalization and Mortality.” 

• August 2022: Accepted for roundtable session at American Sociological Association 

Annual Meeting in Los Angeles, CA.  

“The Boys in Blue Are Watching You: Income Segregation and Technological Police 

Surveillance in U.S. Cities” (with Scott Duxbury) 

• November 2021: Oral presentation at American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting 

in Chicago, IL.  

• August 2021: Oral presentation at virtual American Sociological Association Annual 

Meeting. 

“Does context matter? The role of regional social mobility and social status in immune function 

across the life course.” 

• April 2020 (postponed): Oral presentation at UNC Biosocial Symposium in Chapel Hill, 

NC. 

• August 2020 (declined due to COVID-19): Poster presentation at American Sociological 

Association Annual Conference.  

“The Social Construction of American Muslims: A mixed methods approach” 

• April 2020: Oral presentation at UNC Symposium on Race, Racism and Racial Equity in 

Chapel Hill, NC. 

• April 2020: Oral presentation at UNC Race Workshop in Chapel Hill, NC. 

• March 2020: Oral presentation at UNC Inequality Workshop in Chapel Hill, NC. 

“The Role of Subjective Social Status in Adolescent Mental Health Trajectories.” 

• October 2019: Oral presentation at Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health 

Studies in Seattle, WA.  

• August 2019: Roundtable presentation at Annual Meeting of American Sociological 

Association in New York City, NY.   

• May 2019: Oral presentation at Biosocial Symposium in Chapel Hill, NC.  

https://www.asianstudies.org/jobs-professional-resources/aas-digital-dialogues/critical-muslim-studies-part-v/
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“Systematic review of the use of race in U.S. population health research 1995-2018.” (with Rae 

Anne Martinez, Andi Goodwin, Natalie Smith, Rachel Wilbur, Paul Zivich, and Robert 

Hummer).  

• December 2020: Oral presentation at virtual Society for Epidemiologic Research 53rd 

Annual Meeting. 

• October 2020: Session Podcast for virtual Interdisciplinary Association of Population 

Health Sciences 

• August 2020 (declined due to COVID): Oral presentation at virtual Annual Meeting of 

American Sociological Association.  

• February 2020: Poster presentation at Minority Health Conference in Chapel Hill, NC. 

• October 2019: Poster presentation at Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health 

Studies in Seattle, WA.  

“Diminished alternative reinforcement mediates socioeconomic disparities in adolescent 

substance use: A longitudinal study” (with Rubin Khoddam and Adam Leventhal).  

• June 2016: Oral presentation at College for Problems on Drug Dependence Annual 

Meeting in Palm Springs, CA.   

 “Muslims and mental health: The role of religious institutions in facilitating and obstructing 

access to treatment.” 

• April 2014: Oral Presentation at Occidental College Honors Colloquium in Los Angeles, 

CA. 

• August 2013: Oral Presentation at Occidental College Undergraduate Research 

Conference in Los Angeles, CA. 

Research and Training 

2022 Participant, Introduction to Geospatial Data for Data Scientists, Odum 

Institute at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2021 Trainee, The Odum Institute Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Research 

Certificate Program 

2021 Research Assistant for Charles Kurzman on Covid-19 mapping project 

Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2021 Participant, Using Qualitative Research to Study Social Justice Workshop, 

Odum Institute at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2020 Invited Member, Duke-UNC Interdisciplinary Islamic Anti-Racist 

Working Group  

2020 Participant, Time Series Analysis Workshop, Odum Institute at University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2020 Participant, Introduction to Multilevel Modeling Workshop, Odum 

Institute at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2018  Participant, Social Networks & Health Workshop, Duke Population 

Research Institute and Duke Network Analysis Center 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/6-measurement-conceptualization-in-population-health/id1537168421?i=1000501965408
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2017-2018 Research Assistant for Charles Kurzman 

Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

2015-2017  Project Specialist 

University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine; Health, 

Emotion and Addiction Lab (HEAL) 

“Happiness and Health Study” (R01-DA033296, National Institute of 

Drug Abuse (NIDA), 2012-2017); PI: Adam Leventhal 

2014-2015  Project Assistant 

University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine; Health, 

Emotion and Addiction Lab (HEAL) 

“Happiness and Health Study” (R01-DA033296, National Institute of 

Drug Abuse (NIDA), 2012-2017); PI: Adam Leventhal 

2014 Field Research Assistant 

Center for Economic Research - Pakistan (CERP), Lahore, Pakistan 

 

Teaching  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Spring 2020 Graduate Research Consultant 

SOCI 53: The Consequences of Welfare Reform 

Fall 2018   Graduate Teaching Consultant 

ANTHRO 450: Race  

Spring 2018 Teaching Assistant 

SOCI 419: Sociology of Islam 

Invited Lectures and Other Teaching Experience 

Spring 2020 Guest Lecture at UNC Chapel Hill, Dept of Sociology 

“Introduction to Population Health” Undergraduate Course 

Fall 2020 Guest Lecture at UNC Chapel Hill, Dept of Sociology 

“Introduction to Population Health” Undergraduate Course 

Fall 2020 Guest Lecture at University of Tennessee, Dept of Political 

Science “Race, Class and Politics” Undergraduate Course 

Fall 2020 Guest Lecture at UNC Chapel Hill, Dept of Sociology 

“Race, Class and Gender” Undergraduate Course 

Fall 2020 Guest Lecture (with Rae Anne Martinez and Andi Goodwin) at 

UNC Chapel Hill Dept of Epidemiology 

Environmental Epidemiology Graduate Seminar,  

Fall 2019 Guest Lecture (with Rae Anne Martinez and Andi Goodwin) at 

UNC Chapel Hill, Dept of Epidemiology 

Social Epidemiology Graduate Seminar 

Spring 2015 Guest Lecture at Occidental College  

   SOC 304: Research Methods, 

Fall 2015  Guest Lecture at Occidental College  

SOC 304: Research Methods 

Spring 2014  Teaching Preceptor at Occidental College 

  SOC 321: Deviance 
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Professional Membership  
American Sociological Association (ASA) 

Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Science (IAPHS) 

Eastern Sociological Society (ESS) 
 
Internal Service 

UNC Chapel Hill Department of Sociology 

2021-present   Graduate Student Association Colloquium Committee  

2020-present   Graduate Student Association Curriculum Committee 

2021   Panelist, Preparing for Comprehensive Exam Workshop 

2021   Coordinator, Graduate Virtual Writing Workshop 

2020   Graduate representative, Assistant Professor Search Committee 

2019 Panelist and co-facilitator, Conference Preparation Workshop 

2018   Graduate Recruitment Weekend  

UNC Chapel Hill Carolina Population Center 

2020-Present  Co-chair, Biosocial Race and Ethnicity Workshop 

 

External Service and Public Sociology 

2021-Present  Mentorship Committee, IAPHS 

2021   Podcast Host for New Books Network in Sociology 

New Books Network author interviews scheduled for 2022: 

- March 11, 2021: Dr. Brian Foster, author of “I Don't Like the Blues: Race, Place, and 

the Backbeat of Black Life” 

- March 23, 2021: Dr. Kamran Khan, author of “Becoming a Citizen: Linguistic Trials 

and Negotiations in the UK” 

- March 29, 2021: Dr. Saher Selod, author of “Forever Suspect: Racialized 

Surveillance of Muslim Americans in the War on Terror” 

- Dr. Jeff Guhin, author of “Agents of God: Boundaries and Authority in Muslim and 

Christian Schools” 

- Dr. Adia Wingfield, author of “Flatlining: Race, Work, and Health Care in the New 

Economy” 

- Dr. Moon-Kie Jung and Dr. Joao Costa Vargas, editors of “Antiblackness”  

Ad Hoc Reviewer 

Ethnic and Racial Studies; Social Problems; Social Science and Medicine; 

Journal of Muslim Mental Health; Social Forces; Journal of Health and Social Behavior 

Additional Skills 

Working knowledge of STATA, SAS, R and SPSS 

Urdu (intermediate written and advanced spoken), Hindi (intermediate spoken), French (basic) 

Basic graphic design in Adobe Acrobat and Photoshop 
 

https://newbooksnetwork.com/i-dont-like-the-blues
https://newbooksnetwork.com/i-dont-like-the-blues
https://newbooksnetwork.com/becoming-a-citizen
https://newbooksnetwork.com/becoming-a-citizen
https://newbooksnetwork.com/forever-suspect
https://newbooksnetwork.com/forever-suspect

